PREFACE

IN the following account of conversations and meetings with
well-knowft and unknown men of Germany, I have set out
to do more than provide a supplement to my talks with
Hitler, published two years ago. It seems to me that it
is not enough to give a mere description of the background
against which is set the dubious figure of a man who has
started great developments, but who is himself destitute of
all the qualities of real greatness. I have tried to give a
cross-section of that inflamed, feverish Germany of seven,
eight, and nine years ago, in which the roots lie of the
events of today. I have tried to afford an insight into the
thoughts, the hopes and fears, of men who, whether known
or unknown, share the responsibility for what is happening
today in the world* I have set out not to explain, but to
enable the reader to see for himself, how a. whole nation,
which, taken' all in all, was no worse than other nations of
Europe, a nation of hard-working; capable people, was
precipitated info this madness, following the pied piper
Hitler into the abyss. I have no desire to expose and
denounce the nation, in whose error and responsibility I
have my share* My purpose has been to .supply material
for the understanding of what has happened*

Those talks with Hitler, which I published at the outset
of the war, aroused astonishment and a good deal of incre-
dulity. Events have since shown that they were neither.an
exercise of fancy nor an exaggeration of Hitler's significance*
But one objection seemed justified: was it really Hitiier^
ideas and Hitler's will that determined the course of events
in Germany? Was he not merely the puppet worfced by
other men in the background? Were not Hitler's utterances
fat reality of no impbrtance? Was it not^shiftmgofrespOTi^
sibiKty to pusjx him so into the foreground? . ,"            ,

C&rfsdttfy; t&e master of otur &te is not Adolf Hotter.
Girdat effects cannot proceed from small
isr not * "iStiuu   We have to deal with"